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grade of D for checked baggage and 
cargo screening. 

House Democrats have tried to in-
crease port security funding on this 
House floor four times over the last 4 
years, and House Republicans have de-
feated our efforts every single time. 

They are not through. Once again 
this year President Bush is proposing 
eliminating port security grants by 
rolling them into the larger program. 
This forces port officials to compete 
for funding against rail and mass tran-
sit programs. It’s time that Repub-
licans wake up and see the serious 
threat that is existing at our port fa-
cilities in America. 

f 

YALE: U.S. MILITARY NEED NOT 
APPLY 

(Mr. POE asked and was given per-
mission to address the House for 1 
minute.) 

Mr. POE. Madam Speaker, the Forum 
for Academic and Institutional Rights, 
a group of mostly elitist east coast uni-
versities and law schools, moaned and 
groaned all the way to the Supreme 
Court, claiming they should not be 
forced to allow United States military 
recruiters on their campuses in order 
to keep their Federal funding. Monday 
the Supreme Court unanimously ruled 
against their ridiculous rant. 

In a time when our Americans in uni-
form are fighting a global war on ter-
ror, these arrogant elitist intellectuals 
are making a mockery of national de-
fense by not allowing recruiters in 
their historic halls. These schools will-
ingly take billions in Federal dollars, 
but reject the military that protects 
them. 

At Yale University, officials are ac-
tually willing to accept a foreign stu-
dent that served as spokesman and 
former diplomat for the Taliban. It is a 
shameful and sad day when Americans 
willing to risk their lives for their 
country are kept off their campus, but 
an alleged former terrorist operative is 
welcomed with open arms. At least the 
Supreme Court got it right this time. 
Unfortunately, Yale University did 
not. 

That’s just the way it is. 
f 

URGING CONGRESSIONAL 
OVERSIGHT OF IRAQ 

(Mr. EMANUEL asked and was given 
permission to address the House for 1 
minute.) 

Mr. EMANUEL. Madam Speaker, 
since last month’s bombing of the holi-
est Shiite shrine, the sectarian vio-
lence we all feared has begun to engulf 
Iraq. But while Iraq is on the brink of 
civil war, all the administration gives 
us are mixed messages and finger- 
pointing. 

The U.S. Ambassador to Iraq says the 
country is nearing civil war and that 
we have opened a Pandora’s box by top-
pling Saddam Hussein. Yet General 
Peter Pace, Chairman of the Joint 
Chiefs of Staff, has a totally different 

view. Over the weekend he said, ‘‘I 
wouldn’t put a great big smiley face on 
it, but I would say that things are 
going very, very well from everything 
you look at.’’ 

Meanwhile, Secretary Rumsfeld puts 
the blame squarely on the press: 
‘‘From what I’ve seen thus far, much of 
the reporting in the U.S. and abroad 
has exaggerated the situation.’’ 

Which is it? A Pandora’s box? The 
brink of war? Or an exaggerated news 
story only to sell papers and boost rat-
ings? Yet instead of demanding an-
swers from the administration, this 
Congress has turned a blind eye. 

It is time for this hear-no-evil, see- 
no-evil Congress to open its eyes and 
ears. Americans want more than mixed 
metaphors and finger pointing. They 
want a policy. They deserve real an-
swers, and it is our job to find them. 
We need new priorities for America 
rather than the same old policies that 
have gotten us here. 

f 

THE ECONOMY AND FISCAL 
RESTRAINT 

(Mrs. BLACKBURN asked and was 
given permission to address the House 
for 1 minute and to revise and extend 
her remarks.) 

Mrs. BLACKBURN. Madam Speaker, 
we are going to keep coming down here 
telling the story of America’s eco-
nomic progress, and it is a great story. 
This majority is working for America, 
and one of those ways is we have tre-
mendously low unemployment. This 
economy has created millions of new 
jobs, and we are expecting growth this 
first quarter of somewhere higher than 
4 percent. Those numbers are coming 
out Friday. We are looking forward to 
it. It is remarkable. It is almost as re-
markable how little attention the 
mainstream media has given to this 
data, to this great economic news. 

Madam Speaker, I look forward to 
supporting legislation to make perma-
nent the Bush tax relief package that 
has helped drive this growth. And I 
hope our colleagues across the aisle 
will start to get the message: higher 
taxes do not lead to more jobs. 

f 

ENERGY EFFICIENT HOMES 

(Ms. BEAN asked and was given per-
mission to address the House for 1 
minute.) 

Ms. BEAN. Madam Speaker, today I 
rise to speak about the Energy Star 
Homes Act. Across my district my con-
stituents have told me about the chal-
lenges they face in paying for the ris-
ing cost of heating their homes. In re-
sponse to those concerns, I have intro-
duced this legislation to provide an in-
centive to help Americans deal with 
this increasing burden. 

Under the Environmental Protection 
Agency’s Energy Star Program, homes 
are independently verified to be meas-
urably more energy efficient than aver-
age houses. Americans who meet the 
guidelines of this program should have 

access to a tax credit to make the proc-
ess of building an energy-efficient 
home more affordable. 

My legislation will help to encourage 
Americans to save money and to save 
energy. By lowering demand for fossil 
fuels, we can also decrease pollution 
and our dependency on foreign sources 
of energy. I encourage my colleagues in 
the House to cosponsor this important 
legislation. 

f 

SEX TRAFFICKING AND THE 
OSCARS 

(Mr. PITTS asked and was given per-
mission to address the House for 1 
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.) 

Mr. PITTS. Madam Speaker, the 
front page of Monday’s Washington 
Post carried a heart-wrenching story 
about sex trafficking in the Wash-
ington, D.C., area. The story detailed 
unspeakable tragedies, including the 
story of a 14-year-old girl forced into 
sexual servitude in order to meet her 
pimp’s demand of earning him $500 a 
night at $50 per sex act. 

Oddly enough, that wasn’t the only 
front-page story Monday that men-
tioned pimps. Right above that story, 
The Post also reported that the song 
‘‘It’s Hard Out Here for a Pimp’’ was 
honored with an Oscar this year for 
being the best original song in a movie. 

Should we really be shocked to read 
of the sexual horrors taking place on 
our streets when our most popular cul-
tural awards show is handing out 
awards for songs that glorify prostitu-
tion and sexual violence? 

This is outrageous and disgusting. 
Music that glorifies the men respon-
sible for such atrocities, like exploi-
tation of women and children, should 
be condemned, not celebrated with an 
Oscar. 

f 

PORT SECURITY: REPUBLICANS 
ARE NOT INTERESTED IN SECUR-
ING PORTS 

(Mrs. JONES of Ohio asked and was 
given permission to address the House 
for 1 minute and to revise and extend 
her remarks.) 

Mrs. JONES of Ohio. Madam Speak-
er, I rise simply to complain again as 
others have about port security in the 
United States of America. We cannot 
afford to outsource our homeland secu-
rity, and that is exactly what the Bush 
administration wants to do with the 
United Arab Emirates. 

On Monday, March 20, from 7 p.m. to 
9 p.m. in Cleveland, Ohio, at Idea 
Stream, 1375 Euclid Avenue, I will be 
hosting a town hall meeting on port se-
curity in my congressional district. Ev-
eryone is invited, and we have free 
parking. 

The UAE deal has highlighted to the 
American people how vulnerable our 
ports remain more than 4 years after 9/ 
11. They simply can’t believe that only 
6 percent of the cargo that comes into 
our ports is ever inspected before it is 
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transported throughout our Nation. 
This is a serious gap in our homeland 
security, and it could have been pre-
vented. For 4 years my Democratic col-
leagues and I have tried to increase 
funding for port security to shore up 
this serious security gap. And every 
single year the Republican majority 
has opposed our efforts. 

What are they waiting for? 
Are House Republicans waiting for biologi-

cal or chemical agents to come through our 
ports to be used against Americans before 
they finally choose to act? 

We simply cannot afford to wait any longer. 
It’s time for House Republicans to join Demo-
crats in supporting the funding necessary to 
secure our ports. 

f 

IMMIGRATION REFORM ACTION 
NEEDED NOW 

(Mr. PRICE of Georgia asked and was 
given permission to address the House 
for 1 minute.) 

Mr. PRICE of Georgia. Madam 
Speaker, when I look at the current 
state of our border security, I join my 
constituents in their concern. Violence 
at the U.S.-Mexico border is at an all- 
time high, going on 24 hours a day, 7 
days a week, 365 days a year. 

We have read in the news about a 
shoot-out on the border between U.S. 
law enforcement and a gang of drug 
smugglers, some of whom were dressed 
in Mexican military uniforms. Amaz-
ingly, several weeks ago we discovered 
a tunnel 2,400 feet long going under the 
border. Inside that tunnel were found 2 
tons of illegal drugs. These are just a 
few examples of a flawed and broken 
immigration policy. 

The House has taken an important 
first step with its passage of H.R. 4437, 
but this is just the first step. In the 
weeks and months to come, I call on 
my colleagues, Republicans and Demo-
crats, Members of the House and Sen-
ate, to listen to their constituents, lis-
ten to the American people, listen to 
the law enforcement agents and the 
Border Patrol agents. We are all on the 
front lines of this issue, and we all 
share the responsibility. Every day of 
inaction is a day we can’t afford. 

f 

IN SUPPORT OF REFORM OF THE 
CONGRESSIONAL BUDGET PROC-
ESS 

(Mr. BISHOP of Georgia asked and 
was given permission to address the 
House for 1 minute and to revise and 
extend his remarks.) 

Mr. BISHOP of Georgia. Madam 
Speaker, I rise today with grave con-
cern for our children and the deficit 
that Congress and this administration 
are passing on to them. How much is 
it? It depends on whether you rely on 
the President’s budget or his financial 
report. The budget showed the deficit 
at $319 billion in 2005, while the more 
realistic financial report showed it at 
$760 billion, more than twice as large. 

To make a long story short, the fi-
nancial report of America uses a clear-

er, more understandable picture of Fed-
eral finances. Beyond that, the Blue 
Dog Coalition calls for a reform of the 
congressional budget process so that 
accrual budgeting is fairly considered 
in formulating Federal budgets. 

Finally, I urge consideration of the 
Blue Dog call for honest budgeting, 
which builds on the Blue Dogs’ fiscally 
sound 12-point plan, including caps on 
discretionary spending, PAYGO rules, 
that any spending increases be paid for 
with a revenue cut, a balanced budget 
amendment to the Constitution and 
other budget reforms. 

These are dire economic times, 
Madam Speaker. We need to get our 
fiscal house in order. I urge my col-
leagues on the Budget Committee to 
consider the financial report, and I 
urge all of my colleagues to adopt the 
Blue Dog call for honest budgeting. 

f 

b 1015 

EXERCISING FINANCIAL 
RESTRAINT 

(Mr. BARRETT of South Carolina 
asked and was given permission to ad-
dress the House for 1 minute and to re-
vise and extend his remarks.) 

Mr. BARRETT of South Carolina. 
Madam Speaker, our constituents did 
not send us to Congress to create debt 
and pass it on to our children and 
grandchildren. Yet it is estimated by 
the end of the fiscal year 2006, we will 
have a Federal budget deficit of $337 
billion. There are many variables af-
fecting this number, but government 
spending is out of control, bottom line. 

In the coming weeks, we will debate 
the fiscal year 2007 Federal budget, and 
we will be faced with a choice to con-
tinue spending at the same level or 
make tough decisions to rein in spend-
ing. We cannot continue to fund every-
thing, because if we do, we won’t be 
able to support anything. 

Later this morning, the Republican 
Study Committee will introduce an al-
ternative budget. This budget allows us 
to renew our purpose of fiscal re-
straint, paying down or national debt 
and balance the budget. I look forward 
to working with my colleagues on the 
Budget Committee, Republicans and 
Democrats alike, because spending 
should not be a partisan issue. 

f 

TIME TO GET THE BUDGET 
STRAIGHT 

(Mr. SCOTT of Virginia asked and 
was given permission to address the 
House for 1 minute and to revise and 
extend his remarks.) 

Mr. SCOTT of Virginia. Madam 
Speaker, in a couple of days we will be 
taking up the budget, and as people 
talk about fiscal responsibility, this 
chart is the chart they are talking 
about. 

This chart shows the deficit over the 
years, how President Clinton took a 
$290 billion deficit and converted it 
into a $238 billion surplus, and as soon 

as this President came in, there has 
been a complete collapse. 

As you talk about the budget, re-
member this chart. When President 
Clinton left office, we had a projected 
surplus of over $5.5 trillion. Now we 
have for those same 10 years a pro-
jected deficit of $3.3 trillion. The war, 
$300 billion, that is .3. Katrina, $200 bil-
lion, that is .2. An almost $9 trillion de-
terioration in the deficit. 

And we didn’t create any jobs. When 
they talk about economic improve-
ment, this is the number of jobs cre-
ated since Herbert Hoover, by adminis-
tration. This administration, the worst 
since Herbert Hoover. 

We need to get our economy straight. 
We need to get our budget straight, and 
we can do it if we take the same kind 
of initiatives we took in the 1990s. 

f 

GOOD ECONOMIC NEWS 

(Mr. STEARNS asked and was given 
permission to address the House for 1 
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.) 

Mr. STEARNS. Madam Speaker, I 
rise today to shine some light on the 
good economic news that continues to 
roll in. This is further proof that Re-
publican pro-growth policies of low 
taxes are working for the American 
people. 

The economy grew at an annual rate 
of 1.6 percent in the final quarter of 
last year. January’s unemployment 
rate fell to 4.7 percent, which is the 
lowest monthly rate since 2001, and 
lower than the average rate in the sev-
enties, the eighties and the nineties. 
There have been 29 consecutive months 
of job gains. The economy has created 
over 2 million jobs over the past 12 
months. Economists are now predicting 
that growth will clock in at an amaz-
ing 4.5 percent in the current January 
to March quarter. 

In order for this good news to last, 
Congress must fight its urge to spend 
too much and continue to foster a posi-
tive environment for the economy for 
it to thrive. 

f 

A FUNDAMENTALLY INCOMPAT-
IBLE STRATEGY ON EDUCATION 

(Mr. BISHOP of New York asked and 
was given permission to address the 
House for 1 minute and to revise and 
extend his remarks.) 

Mr. BISHOP of New York. Madam 
Speaker, if we want to maintain our 
edge in the global economy, we should 
fully fund the President’s competitive-
ness agenda proposed in his 2007 budg-
et. Regrettably, however, the promise 
of a more competitive American work-
force is simultaneously undermined by 
his other budget proposals to freeze 
Pell grants for the fifth year in a row 
and recall the Federal portion of the 
Perkins loan revolving fund. 

This hypocrisy builds on the Repub-
lican record on student aid: $12 billion 
in cuts to loan programs; failure to ex-
tend the tuition deduction; and a 3- 
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